Good afternoon,
This email is for people who own property within the boundaries of the Flathead Reservation, specifically land that was originally allotted to individual tribal members in the early 1900’s.  
We are contacting you to give some background and explain why owners of allotted land may have something called Walton water rights, and explain why it’s important to assert them in the upcoming water rights adjudication proceedings for basins 76L and 76LJ.
This email provides information about the steps that you will need to take in order to determine the Walton Right status of your property, and to assert them with the Water Court.
Do You Have Walton Water Rights?
If your property was allotted, there’s a good chance your land has water rights known as Walton Rights.
Walton water rights:
· Are derived from federal reserved water rights under the Winters Doctrine (1908) arising from the establishment of the Flathead Reservation by the Hellgate Treaty, and were confirmed as appurtenant to allotted lands and their successors in Colville Confederated Tribes v. Walton (1981).
· Have a priority date of July 16, 1855 (creation of the reservation) 
· They must be considered in water administration and adjudication, cannot be treated as if they do not exist, and are not automatically absorbed into or overridden by the Tribe’s water right.
To ensure these historic and valuable rights are recognized and protected, they must be timely and properly asserted in the state adjudication process.
Many landowners are unaware their property may have been allotted or carries Walton rights for such uses as domestic, irrigation and stock water.  As a result, while you may have water rights on file with the DNRC, they are not recorded as Walton rights. 
Un-asserted rights may not be recognized or enforceable unless action is taken now.
Why Action Is Urgent
The Montana Water Court is currently reviewing the Preliminary Water Rights Decree for the Flathead River basins. Deadlines to file objections are:
· Basin 76LJ (Flathead River to Flathead Lake): February 17, 2026
· Basin 76L (Flathead River below Flathead Lake): April 27, 2026
These are likely the final opportunities to get your Walton water rights on the record by asserting them. After these deadlines, the Water Court will issue final decrees.
What You Need to Do
1. Determine if your property was allotted.
2. Gather patent information for any allotted parcels you own.
3. Identify the water rights associated with each parcel of allotted land that you own.
Detailed instructions for researching your allotment status and associated water rights are available here: ALLOTMENT STATUS: DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS
IMPORTANT:  If your research determines that you own one or more allotted parcels, and you have gathered the patent information pertaining to them, please CONTACT the Western Montana Water Rights Blog and they will help you though the process of asserting your Walton Rights in the upcoming proceedings.
For additional details, please visit the WALTON RIGHTS page on the Western Montana Water Rights Blog.
If you have questions or need further information, don’t hesitate to reach out. Thank you for your attention to this important matter.
Sincerely,
TTT Group

