Lake County Republican Central Committee
Wednesday,2 July 2025
Polson Rural Fire Hall

Social – 6PM to 6:30PM (1800 to 1830)
Welcome, Invocation, and Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call and Introduction of Guests, Visitors, and Newcomers
Adoption of Agenda
Addition to new business by Doug under fighting tribal expansion.
Adopted by unanimous consent.
Approval and/or Amendment of 7 May 2025 Minutes
Adopted by unanimous consent.
Treasurers Report (5 Mins)
· Beginning balance $3,033.
· No expenses reported.
Committee Reports (5 Mins Each)
· Finance Chairman
· L/R/T Dinner we have a caterer; Cheers out of Pablo.
· Darin Gaub and Aaron Flynn will be speakers.
· List of items for raffle and auction.
· Gun has been donated for raffle.
· Comes with a case
· Will engrave on one side but not sure what yet.
· The Chef Ranch will donate a two-person, two-hour horse ride.
· Bruce Cartwright will donate a refurbished axe.
· Hot springs for a possible get away.
· Kathy Shore has gotten a taste of the valley gift going (coupons to different restaurants).
· Kathy will also do a 50/50 raffle.
· Tickets are on the website for purchase.
· And we will have hard copy tickets for purchase also.
· Jerry Reffner will be the auctioneer.
· Larry Ashcraft will be the M.C.
· Congressional Committeewoman and Committeeman
· Not present
· State Committeewoman and Committeeman
· Not present
· Technology Committee
· Not present
· Tiger Team
· Met today.
· Will space out meetings to accommodate schedules.
· Twice a month most likely and no meeting on plenary days.
· Working on bylaws.
· The modern world is talking about doing more through zoom.
· We might want to add in bylaws so we can use zoom if we would like to.
· It works well with regional chairs that are located all over the state.
· Doug: We talked about moving plenary meetings to different locations to gain more involvement.
· Problems were not every venue wants to host political meetings.
· Parking issues.
· May be rent expense or clean up involved.
· Lake County would be best, but Bigfork or Woods Bay could work.
· Linda: Even trying to get Tracy on the radio to advertise for the meetings.
Elected Officials Reports/Comments – Senate/House/Commissioners/Sheriff/Others (5 Mins each)
· Tracy.
· Marcia and I went to the convention for the officer’s election.
· Drama right off the bat.
· Saturday went to vote on the officers
· First motion from Barry was to unseat the “nasty nine” and their proxies to not allow them to vote.
· Don “K” said the motion was out of order.
· Next act was to either sustain the chair’s motion or to vote to overrule the chair’s statement.
· The roll call vote was taken and all of Lake County voted to have them removed.
· And the “nasty nine” were then removed.
· Election for chairman (Art Wittich, Tanner Smith, Stacey Zenn, and Troy Miller).
· All candidates were interviewed by regional chairs.
· Art Wittich won the chairman position.
· Vice election (must be female).
· Stacey Zenn won that position.
· The secretary position was next they are voting members of the executive board.
· Terry nelson had that position.
· Lola Galloway is now the secretary.
· Treasurer position.
· Bill Lussenheide won that position.
· Susan Nordwick will be assistant treasurer
· Will there be a legal challenge for kicking the nine out? Yet to be seen.
· Why does this matter.
· Regional chairs met.
· And all the same regional chairs got reelected to their positions.
· There is now a heavy MAGA executive board.
· There was a minor executive meeting and Art is a strategic planner.
· Wherever we are today thinking about the end in mind.
· We want to be deeper red, get rid of RINOs in two years.
· Will also construct several committees (red policy committee, county outreach committee, conservative governance committee).
· A mass communication out that there is a new sheriff in town.
Unfinished Business
· Bylaws Updating Work
· Copies of bylaws were passed out for reading and input for the next meeting.
· We tried to make these shorter and take out things that make us change by law when Montana GOP makes a date change.
New Business
· Election of Charlo Precinct Captain/Other nominees
· Max Krantz offered himself for the empty Charlo precinct Captain position
· This is the motion before the floor.
· A motion from the floor was made to appoint Max Krantz for Charlo.
· Seconded by Ellen Wicklund.
· Discussion.
· Positive: Ellen if he listens to the Chair, then he’d be ok.
· Ron M: If someone is disruptive, can they be removed?
· Answer: No, that is an elected position.
· Negative: Max often seems angry and almost out of control due to his anger.  
· He will be like a bulldog on a bone on his topic and not what meeting is about.
· Not a team player.
· Has the tendency to take things very personal.
· Doug: is there a probationary period?
· No.
· Cynthia: Was this a personal request to the Chair?
· No.  Max would like the position, but he must be voted in by the Precinct Captains (the Chair has no vote). 
· Question was called and the vote was taken.
· Yea - 0
· Nay - 8
· Motion did not carry
· Precinct Strategy
· Doing the traveling meetings might help fill these seats.
· Would we want to vet these positions?
· We think it would be best, or you will get someone in, and they show for a couple of meetings and then disappear.
· Check on the Kleins for possible Ronan filling of precinct captain.
· Briefing on MTGOP Chairman Candidates; end of June Election in Helena
· See above section Elected Officials Report.
· Fighting expanded tribal authorities
· This was talked about at the last Pachyderm meeting.
· The “PROTECT” act.
· Gives the tribe jurisdiction over drug and firearm offences (related to criminal activity)
· Tracy called Knudsen‘s office about this and they knew nothing.
· Andy and Sheila brought it up personally with Knudsen and he knew little about it.
· Non-Indian citizens could end up under the jurisdiction of a court our voting has no ability to impact whatsoever.
· This must be fought.
· We are not going to get any help except from Zinke (maybe).
· Tracy spoke with Zinke’s team they were upset when they heard.
· Need to write letters, call, maybe even protest.
Announcements
· 4th of July Parade
· Meet to decorate the float at 9 am at New Life church across from Boys and Girls in Polson.
· Assemble at 11 am at Cherry Valley School.
· 12 pm parade.
· Then break everything down after the parade.
· Tyler Irwin and his race car will not be driven in the parade (it will be on a trailer).
· Julie sent out a notice about bringing candy to toss to kids.
· Jason Taylor will bring pocket constitutions to hand out.
· There will be extra flags (American and Trump) for people to wave.
· Hats are available (MAGA and Make America Great Again on black).
· Stickers still for sale for $2.
· Tyler Irwin will be racing July 5th; time trials start at 6 pm.
· Tyler will also be at the Cherry Festival next to the Republican booth.
· Lake County Republican Women
· Next Monday the 7th, Tracy will speak about the legislature session.
· Setting up Friday 25th for the Cherry Festival at 6pm to be ready for Saturday at 9 am.
· Pachyderm Club
· Friday July 11th Kristen Christensen with Heritage Action for America will speak.
· The meeting begins at 12 pm.
· Friday July 25th Representative Lukas Schubert will speak.
· The meeting begins at 12 pm.
· Public Announcements/Guest Comments
Kathy:  In 1935 grandfather started Hot Spring telephone company and this is our 90th year.  There will be a celebration on August 22nd at 11:30-2pm.
Ron T: Very important 80th birthday will be celebrated at Chuck Wagon (Idle Spur) on July18th Friday in Dayton at 4pm.  Ron noted that he is the first in his family to make it to 80 years old. 
Kathy Shore:  Faith Dawson was here plugging Tamara Fisher and Faith will be back at the next meeting.  We hope to see her regularly again! 
Adjournment
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