Lake County Republican Central Committee Minutes
Wednesday, 6 August 2025
Polson Rural Fire Hall

Welcome, Invocation, and Pledge of Allegiance
Roll Call and Introduction of Guests, Visitors, and Newcomers
Ron; Cathy; Susan; Ellen; Ray; Micah; Jill & Joe Read (phone).
Visitors: Faith & Tamara Alley; Senator Mark Nolan
Adoption of Agenda
· No changes
· Accepted by unanimous consent
Approval and/or Amendment of 2 July 2025Minutes
· Accepted by unanimous consent
Treasurers Report (5 Mins)
· Beginning Balance $3,033.66
· Expenses
· CHD & State Farm Insurance $845.48.
· Sign Pro (L/R/T/ Dinner) $235.00
· Donations from Hats & Sticker $865.44
· Thank you to Bill & Marcia Amrine for purchasing these items.
· Ending Balance $3,130.99
· Accepted by unanimous consent.
Committee Reports (5 Mins Each)
· Finance Chairman
· Dinner is on the 21st, with a social hour to meet candidates.
· Dinner will be served at 2:30.
· Tickets are available online (website) or there are physical tickets for sale.
· $50 per ticket.
· Some businesses may secure whole tables for their friends/coworkers.
· The Larsons have donated the gun and case (gun was on display for meeting).
· They do plan to engrave on the gun.
· Bruce Cartwright has refurbished an axe for raffle.
· Also, a two-hourhorseback ride.
· Quinn’s hot springs resort.
· And a taste of the valley to dine at different restaurants in the valley.
· Tracy, will there be candidate tables?
· Marcia, not yet but we will get that settled this coming week.
· Candidates will be in red aprons again to help serve and let them meet a larger section of people.
· Congressional Committeewoman and Committeeman
· Not present.
· State Committeewoman and Committeeman
· Not present.
· Technology Committee
· Not present.
· Tiger Team
· Suspended until end of summer.
· Will reconvene in September.
Elected Officials Reports/Comments – Senate/House/Commissioners/Sheriff/Others (5 Mins each).
Senator Mark Nolan.
· I’m also excited about new MTGOP.
· Opponents get money (hand-over-fist) and will come after us.
· We are safe for now but do not need to put our guards down.
· So much to be grateful for; President Trump is amazing.
· In the Flathead we are dealing with some issues.
· Fighting to save three seats (one seat was lost last election).
· They twist what we are trying to do.
· Some good bills were passed, and more are in the works.
· The “nasty-nine” were initially recognized at the last convention, but motions were made that resulted in them being removed.
· They garnered more votes to stay than expected, but still lost and had to leave. 
· During the Legislative Session, the “nine” voted with the Democrats to change the long established rules and thus handed full control of the Senate to the minority for the session.
· We need to hold those delegates accountable for removing an elected Republican Majority from the power they were granted by the voters.
· Governor did not do everything we liked.
· We would go see him and sometimes he would change.
· But other times he would side with the opposition.
· The Governor played a role in the actions of the “nine”, and it was not good. 
· Permanent property tax relief was one we did not get.
· We have bills drafted to try and fix the shift that was made to agriculture.
· Businesses are going to be part of the tax shift and that will make the cost of goods increase.
· I worked on seven judicial reform bills I worked on and only one got passed.
Linda Reksten
· I was Chair of House Education.
· Share same frustration of the other legislators.
· I want to fix things, but most of our bills get shot down.
· Passed a bill to raise teacher starting pay which was passed.
· Perks for kids with dual credits.
· Most disappointed in not getting early literacy bills passed.
· This is the fastest way to reach achievements in our state.
· We need to try to bring bills back that we think have merit.
· Working on data system for the state.
· Went to learn from Alabama how they turned around student achievement for their state; it was quite dramatic
· They selected one individual to work with the Governor in Alabama and achievement went up.
· That individual worked specifically on fielding complaint calls.
Tracy Sharp
· Rep Sharp is on the Water Interim Policy Committee
· First meeting last week with the water court judge present;
· I asked the judge hard questions and he had no answers whatsoever; seems to be marking time and resigned.
· Asked why the Judge was going forward with implementation when the flow-chart shows it should be passed by the water court first.
· His response, paraphrasing, was “That is not my department.  I don’t have anything to do with implementation.”
· CSKT Water Confiscation Act (WCA) [Compact] impact is going to be studied along with the data centers and their potential impact on water.
Gale Decker
· Opening of new annex on Saturday at 10 am.
· He suggested the LCRCC may wish to consider moving these central committee meetings to the community room in the annex.
· PL280
· The state and CSKT received initial $250,000.
· The remaining funding is dependent on the MOU between the County and the CSKT.
· Commissioners met with CSKT on Tuesday.
· 3 council members and 8 of their lawyers.
· Have an MOU ready to be sent off.
· When all parties sign, we will get the rest of the funds.
· Hopefully by end of the year the funds will be received.
· Each group had to give a summary of how they plan to use these funds.
· CSKT will try to put in infrastructure (judges, offices,) to facilitate their convictions.
· Susan, Will this still be PL280 or will it go away?  Answer: PL 280 will still exist for the foreseeable future.
· Lake County will still oversee cases, and in particular the most serious felonies.
· Some enforcement and prosecution of lesser felonies will be handed over to the tribal police force and their eventual judicial infrastructure.
· Tracy, the withdraw date has been pushed back to 2031.
· His worry is the state pulling back funding within that time.
· He recommends the County figure out what to do if it gets no more money since convincing the Legislature to spend more on PL 280 in the 2027 session may be a ‘hard sell.’ 
· Susan asked, what happens if the PROTECT ACT comes into PL280.
· Gale, there should not be any issue, but the commissioners have sent letters to Daines and Sheehy to kill the PROTECT ACT since it permits jurisdiction over non-tribal people from a “foreign” or supposedly “sovereign” court.
· How do we get information out to people?
· People come in the office for a hearing asking, “Why have we not heard about this sooner?”
· We put things in the newspaper, Facebook, and emails.
· Still get these complaints.
· The commissioners are wondering if we can use podcasts and Artificial Intelligence (AI) to get information out to people.
· Few meetings ago, the Commissioners gave a presentation about the history of Lake County; they were asked put that PowerPoint presentation into podcast format using AI.
· They did so and Gale played the AI presentation for the LCRCC (it was remarkable). 
	
Unfinished Business
· Progress on Updating Bylaws
· Still working on these.
· Got clerical input from Kathy.
· The bylaws have been shortened to eight pages (four pages front and back).
· Continued Work on PROTECT Act
· Made great progress on this.
· Need to keep pressure on senator Daines.
· We want to help the tribe with the drug problem but not at the expense of the constitution.
New Business
· Tamara Alley
· For three decades, she has worked with k-12 gifted students.
· Polson School was facing a budget shortage for last year.
· One proposal was to defund Tamara’s position and remove services for the gifted students.
· Also, the middle school had no art teacher last year.
· She took it upon herself to fund raise for her position.
· She raised $110,000 to save the program last year.
· This next year there will be another budget shortage for her position.
· This got her interested in what is school funding in Montana.
· Polson applies for a grant and receives around $5,000-$8,000.
· State level funding has been greatly held back (that is likely to get worse).
· 2005, law created the school funding formula trying to equalize school funding for different districts.
· Two areas have been overlooked and need to be addressed.
· Kathy Johnson asked if she contacts people to ask for donations?
· Alley stated there is some of that; last year she was told if she did not reach the required goal, she would need to return it all.
· There were donations from small businesses.
· Some gave larger “chunks” to meet the needs.
· Linda Reksten stated that maybe we could plan to get some legislation together to fix this.
· She stated Alley would need to testify in front of committees.
· 6th graders are not funded the same as 7th and 8th graders according to the existing formula for funding. 
· Mark Nolan
· Trying to change the formula has been a difficult process.
· Thank you for pointing out that this is how the formula is supposed to work, but it is not working correctly.
· Please email the legislature to investigate the formula.
· Kathy, could this committee donate to this cause?
· The Chair stated that is entirely up to the committee to propose by making a motion and voting.  Note, as indicated above, the LCRCC is not awash in cash right now.

· The New MTGOP – Reasons for Optimism
· Lot of things to be happy about with as a Republican right now.
· Art Wittich, the new Chairman of the MTGOP, is doing great things and is planning great things for the future; we are in a good place.
Announcements
· Lake County Republican Women
· Women participated in hosting the Cherry Festival.
· Great participation in that event.
· Sold hats and stickers there.
· Women helped with Pioneer Days parade.
· Moving meeting location.
· Will meet at the Miracle of America Museum Public Meeting Room.
· Monday meeting was Linda Sauer’s video presentation of the PROTECT ACT; Tracy was present to field questions.
· Pachyderm Club
· No meetings in the month of August.
· On September 12th Bill Barron will speak.
· On September 26thJudge Dan Wilson will speak.
· Public Announcements/Guest Comments
· Dan Wilson at Miracle of America Museum Public Meeting Room, Friday 8 August, at 1200hrs (Noon)
· Upcoming Tyler Irwin Racing Events
Adjournment
Kathy, the tickets were donated from “Sign Pro” and we should acknowledge that.
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