Lake County Republican Central Committee
Meeting Minutes – April 7, 2026
Polson Rural Fire Hall
6:30-8:30PM

Guest Speakers: Bill Barron, David Sanders, Anne Bukacek, Aaron Flint
Precinct Captains: Julie Reffner, Marylee Syme, Dorothy Ashcraft, Larry Ashcraft, Dr. Ellen Wicklund, Ron McClellan, Ron Tjaden, Frank Mutch, Max Krantz
Precinct Team Leaders: Finley Warden, Faith Dawson, Linda Stewart, Sandra Carr
Other visitors: Kathryn Johnson, Kathy Shore, Marcia Armine, Tammy Baer, Mike Thompson, Jeannie Thompson, Steve Dennison, Dave Snyder (running for St. Ignatius school board trustee seat)

Chairman Housekeeping Report – Tracy Sharp
· This was the first LCRCC meeting held on Tuesday and the turnout was great!
· The agenda was adopted by unanimous consent.
· The March Meeting Minutes were adopted by unanimous consent.
· LCRCC held its first ever Zoom meeting on March 24 and it was a great success. There were 23 participants in the meeting, which was enough for a quorum.
· The 3/24 Zoom meeting minutes were also adopted by unanimous consent, with minor changes noted. 
· Success of the Zoom platform was credited to training work done by Faith and Ron.
· Going forward LCRCC hopes to set-up one Zoom meeting and one in-person meeting each month. Most likely LCRCC Plenary Zoom meetings can be scheduled on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month. 
· However, zoom meetings will not be starting this month, because Tracy will be out of the country until the end of April. 
· Tracy updated the group about Linda Sauer. She has made it successfully through her surgery and chemo treatments and is now on a 2-year maintenance plan. For those not previously aware, Linda's husband Bill has passed away.

Treasurer's Report – Linda Stewart
1. Beginning balance: $11,933
1. Bills paid this past month include reimbursements on email service to Michael Hewston from Click Here Designs, and $500 donation paid to Zach Wirth HD17 candidate. 
1. Ending balance: $11,104
1. The Treasurer's report was approved by unanimous consent.

Finance Chair – Marcia Armrine
· The Cherry Festival application is in – we are requesting two spaces (double booth) again this year. The double booth fee is $450. Merchandise profits will be split between the Central Committee and the Pachyderms. Tyler Irwin is not sure if he will be able to bring his car to the festival this year.
· We will be sponsoring a golf tournament on June 27th on the old 9-hole golf course in Polson beginning at 2pm, followed by an America's 250th Birthday celebration/party at Boettcher Park in Polson.
Congressional Committee Woman Update – Dorothy Ashcraft
· Three bombs have exploded in Israel since the ceasefire started. All our Montana federal officials are in favor of this ceasefire.
Vetting Committee – Marylee Syme
· The group is in process of vetting the contested candidates. They have 3 interviews scheduled for April 8 and will work on scheduling the remainder. 
· Then a meeting will be called to vote on candidate endorsements (TBA). 
Technology Committee – Faith Dawson
· All participants who attended the beginner Zoom training last month were successfully brought on board. Part of why the first test drive of a plenary LCRCC Zoom meeting was a success. 
· There is interest in having an intermediate Zoom training on April 25th (Saturday) for members who want to host their own meetings. Members who want to attend please RSVP for the April 25 training courses.
· The fundraising committee has requested the technology committee help with possible event promotion ads. 
· Hopefully a Tiger Team operational budget will be approved in the future to cover marketing expenses during event / campaign season. 
· Matt and Vee are currently managing the website and social media and would like some help from other volunteers. 

HD 12 State Representative Report – Tracy Sharp
· The House Water Interim Policy Committee met March 26–27. Discussion focused on exempt wells. 
· Questions were raised about the CSKT compact and water rights, as none of this compact framework applies to this region in the same way it does elsewhere in the state.
· Lawyers, other legislators, and a court judge present at the committee meeting were unaware of how the compact situation applies locally and could not address it. The representative specifically raised the issue with committee members and the chair, and has requested that someone with expertise on the CSKT compact be brought in for the next meeting.
· The next committee meeting is May 11th and will include a CSKT compact discussion. 
· The July 26–27 meeting will focus on exempt wells, with the goal of developing legislation to help property owners who have lost water access.

County Commissioner Update – Bill Barron

County Budget Shortfalls / Open Commissioner Seat

· The commissioners are beginning the budget process but face uncertainty over property tax status. The County has refunded over $100,000 due to property tax disputes from approximately 900 contested bills, which has reduced the county budget.
· Bill Barron informed the group that Gale Decker is recovering from successful back surgery. Also, Steve Stanley submitted his letter of resignation on April 7, and his last day will be April 30th.
· Steve's seat is District 2 (South District). The process of filling the vacancy will mirror what was done previously: candidates will be recruited and vetted, then precinct captains will vote on names to present to the commissioners. The replacement candidate must reside in District 2.

Administrative Change of County Jail

· On May 4, the Commissioners will make a decision on the management of the Detention Center. 
· By law, the jail is the Commissioner's responsibility—they may assign management to the sheriff, hire a private company, or hire a jail administrator as its own department. 
· The commissioners are also planning for a future jail remodel and new facility process, which may ultimately go to a public vote. Jail committee meetings are underway to determine the extent of remodel needed.
· Bill said public comments received have been largely supportive of moving jail management to a private contractor, though the change is not popular with the sheriff. 
· The county previously pursued claims against the state under Public Law 280 to receive some infrastructure funding for the county jail, but received no operations funding. The governor's office has agreed in principle, though funding has not yet been delivered.

Water Rights Issues 

· The Commissioners are seriously considering filing a Tucker Act Claim against the Federal Government, having exhausted all other remedies to address water rights issues.
· The Tucker Act claim would seek reparations and potentially other corrective action from the federal government. Water rights issues impacting local property values could be included in the claim. 

Unfinished Business
· Election Judge Training: A sign-up sheet was circulated for members who already completed election judge training. Tracy must submit the list of trained judges to Toni at the elections office. 
· The training window has closed for this election cycle; no new judge training is available before the upcoming election. 


Guest Speakers (Candidates)

Aaron Flint – Candidate for Montana Congressional District 1

· Aaron is endorsed by President Trump for the House of Representatives. 
· He has a working-class family background and believes this race is about making the Montana dream affordable. Aaron believes Montana should start mining and manufacturing again. 
· Aaron is a combat veteran who served in Iraq and Afghanistan, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel from the Army Guard/Reserve. He has direct federal legislative experience, having worked for Senator Conrad Burns on energy policy starting in 2000. 
· He noted Lake County-specific involvement: his radio show was the only outlet to give voice to critics of the CSKT Water Compact during early public debate, and he was involved behind the scenes in defeating the Protect Act before it gained traction. 
· Website: FLINTforMontana.com

David Sanders – Candidate for PSC District 5

· David is a 4th-generation Montanan by heritage, though born in Washington DC. He grew up in the DC area and worked on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, including during the lead-up to the Gulf War. He served as an Army officer in the 317th Intelligence Detachment. 
· He was previously the Executive Director of the Public Service Commission and is currently Chief of Staff at the State Auditor's Office under State Auditor James Brown.
· Northwestern Energy rates in western Montana have increased 39%. The PSC has approved multiple rate increases, and David pledges to scrutinize rate proposals much more rigorously to protect Montana consumers.
· David supports small modular nuclear reactors (3 to 5 year horizon) and long-term nuclear fusion research as part of Montana's energy future. He believes residential customers should not be subsidizing data center infrastructure costs.
· David pointed out that there is no Montana-owned regulated electric company: Northwestern Energy is headquartered in Sioux Falls, SD, and MDU is based in North Dakota. 
· Northwestern Energy is proposing a merger with Black Hills Corporation—which David characterized as a stock swap/takeover rather than a true merger—creating a combined market value of $15.6 billion with further reduced focus on Montana ratepayers. He pledged to give that merger and all rate proposals rigorous scrutiny. 
· Said in his mind, the PSC's role is to serve as the backstop that market competition would otherwise provide for monopoly utilities.

Dr. Anne Bukacek – Candidate for PSC District 5

· Dr. Bukacek emphasized that regulated utilities must face the PSC, that Northwest Energy is the largest utility in Montana, and that utilities are prohibited by law from taking actions that harm current consumers.
· She noted that the PSC has had high-profile conflicts going back to 2007 and that a strategic plan begun in 2021 has helped address some structural issues.
· Anne noted that Mission Valley Power is NOT regulated by the PSC because it is a federal/tribal entity—a point of concern for local ratepayers. 
· Her PSC District 5 covers 11 counties, including Lake County and portions of Flathead, Lewis and Clark, Cascade, and several other counties. 
· Anne strongly opposes moving the PSC to a majority-appointed structure and testified against such legislation in the 2025 session. She would support a model of 4 elected commissioners and 1 appointed chair as a possible improvement.
· Personal Background: Anne has served as President of Montana Pro-Life since 2009 and sits on the Montana Shooting Sports Board of Trustees. She brings over 40 years of medical practice, which she applies to the analytical rigor required by the PSC role. 
· When asked about data centers, Anne is more concerned about the potential breaching of Snake River dams than about data centers, as the PSC has no jurisdictional control over that issue. 
· She gave a full presentation on the Snake River dam situation in March 2024, available on her website (bukacek.com). She noted that when the Klamath dams were breached, sediment destroyed the ecosystem—calling the environmental justification a false premise. Montana has hundreds of thousands of customers dependent on Snake River hydroelectric power through BPA, and reduced spill levels will inevitably increase electricity costs. 
· She mentioned that Montana currently has the 3rd-lowest electricity rates in the nation.

Help with the Montana GOP Platform
· Tracy is leading the effort to update the Montana GOP platform. The platform convention is scheduled for June.
· The convention is tentatively set for June 12 or 13. Priorities being discussed include data center protections, water rights language, and energy policy. Volunteers are encouraged to contact Tracy directly to participate in platform committee writing work. A strong platform can help with clear, stated Republican positions.
LCRW Update
Next meeting: Monday, May 4th at the Polson Rural Fire Station at 11:30 a.m.
Speaker: Montana Supreme Court Candidate Judge Dan Wilson.
Pachyderm Update
Next meeting: Friday, April 10 at 12 noon.
Speaker: Montana State Representative Tracy Sharp presenting on "Dark Money."

Public Announcements
Finley Warden has yard signs available – including 5'x3' signs in the back of the car – for members to take home.
Adjournment
Meeting adjourned.

Note: portions of the LCRCC Minutes were supplemented with Otter ai summaries. 
