
A little more info about Elaine: 

Subsequent to her two year attendance at Ventura College of Law, Ms. Willman received a Masters degree 
in Public Administration from Cal State University in 1991, and has obtained 96 credits towards her doctoral 
work in public policy. Having lived in Western States for over thirty years, and within two Indian reservations 
for more than twenty years, Ms. Willman has extensive knowledge about federal Indian policy, land use 
status within Indian reservations, dual-jurisdiction and Constitutional conflicts that impact the rights and 
lives of tribal members as well as other American citizens.  

Ms. Willman’s mother and grandmother were enrolled Cherokee members; her spouse is of Shoshone 
ancestry, and is a direct descendant of Sacajawea. She served as National Chair of Citizens Equal Rights 
Alliance (CERA) from 2001 – 2007 and remains an active CERA Board Member.  Mrs. Willman has blended 
her local land use and strategic planning expertise with federal Indian policy to inform and engage counties, 
towns and citizens that are co-located within or near federally recognized Indian reservations.    

From 2008 -2015 Ms. Willman served the Village of Hobart, Wisconsin, as their Director of Community 
Development and Tribal Affairs. Hobart, incorporated in 1908 after the Oneida Tribe of Indians reservation 
was fully allotted, is entirely co-located within the historical boundaries of this former reservation.  

In July 2015 Ms. Willman moved to the Flathead Indian Reservation to assist western Montana landowners 
defend against a federal/tribal/state taking of water rights from landowners, transfer of a public hydropower 
dam to become a private tribal government asset, and loss of all control of water access or rate setting, 
deeply imperiling the entire food production in this agriculture-dependent region. 

 


