
THANK GOD FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 

The United States of America is not the kingdom of God. Christians are citizens of a “better country, 
that is a heavenly one” (Hebrews 11:16). The Declaration of Independence and its self-evident truths 
is not the gospel of Jesus Christ. The socio-political freedoms we enjoy don’t set us free from the 
law of sin and death (Romans 8:2). If we sing, “I’m proud to be an American,” while invoking God’s 
blessing on the USA, we must remember that “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 
humble” (James 4:6). God doesn’t like pride. And in view of some horrible national injustices and 
disgraces, we have cause to be humble. 
 
As we remember the American Declaration of Independence, let us thank God for the miracle of a 
nation that holds dear the biblical values of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. And let us who 
live here thank God — while keeping America’s injustices and disgraces in view — that he has 
allowed us to live under a system of government designed to preserve and protect these 
inalienable rights. Imperfect as it is, it is among the very best ever constructed by sinful, 
selfish, proud, power-hungry human beings. Jon Bloom 

 
I AM CALLED TO ACT AS A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES: 
  

I. The right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness is profoundly Biblical. Said Jesus about 
“life” (John 10:10): “I have come that people may have life and have it in all its abundance.” And in the Beatitudes 
in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5:1-12) Jesus spells out his passion for our “happiness” and joy 
(though his path to this happiness is not through the channels one might expect, but through being poor in spirit, mourning, 

meekness, seeking right-relatedness, mercy, transparent motives, making peace, and expecting opposition). Unless another right is 
shown to be as Biblical as this one, then this is the right – the right stolen from so many innocent 
children and people of color in recent days and years – that stands at the top of my list. 
  
II. The matter of bearing and using arms is never seen in Scripture as God’s passion but as a 
necessary evil. God does not visualize the future as a time when everyone has arms, but his passion 
is for the opposite: a day to come when people feel safe because all weapons “are turned into 
ploughshares.” However, in a world in which evil is real, the matter is not only politically complex, 
but Biblically complex, (which doesn’t sit well in our social media sound-bite society): 

In Jesus’ contacts with enemy Roman soldiers, Jesus never told them to give up their arms: the 
military use of force as an arm of government seems to have been seen by Jesus as a legitimate calling. 
And the rest of the New Testament agrees (e.g., Luke 3:14; Acts 10; Romans 13:4). 

PRAY FOR OUR FELLOW CITIZENS: Families in their inconsolable grief, as family members 
are un-Constitutionally being held as ‘Political Prisoners” for simply being at the ‘People’s House’ on 
6 Jan 2021. Pray that we may “think Christianly and Biblically” about the laws of our land and the 
soul of our nation. And pray for our leaders, that we and they together might give our lives as fully 
as we can, and as others have done for us, to broaden and ensure the rights of all to pursue life, liberty, 
and human happiness. 
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